Hello CITs of July 2022!

Firstly a massive congratulations to all of you for being selected as CITs for this Summer! Laura, Anne and Don have chosen each of you because they believe you have what it takes to flourish in the role of a CIT. I can honestly say it was one of my favourite months in my 13 years at Ponacka and regardless of what happens after, it will be a time you look back on fondly. CITs are a crucial part of life at Ponacka and you'll be given new levels of responsibility, but it is a really fulfilling experience, and you will get to see a whole other side of camp.

My advice for your upcoming month at Ponacka is to really approach this challenge head on because the more you put in, the more you'll get out of it. The experience and skills you'll gain are invaluable and I've found have been more useful in all walks of life than I could have ever imagined.

There a few traits that are looked for in future staff and will help you stand out as a great CIT. Firstly, enthusiasm because if you seem disinterested the campers will notice that. Secondly, initiative, being able to recognise what needs to be done in a given situation and finally, leadership, having the campers listen to and respect you. Having said that there's so many different types of great CIT and counsellor so just be yourself and never be afraid to fail. You won't be expected to learn everything overnight, I'm still learning after several years on staff and that's the fun part of it.

It's perfectly ok to be feeling nervous or anxious leading up to this next big step in your journey at Ponacka, I know I was. But all the staff have been in your position and will always be willing to help and support you through this journey. As CIT Director it is my role to help with your transition from campers to counsellors so if at any point throughout the month you ever have any questions, thoughts, ideas or just need a bit of advice I'll always do my best to help. Additionally, the rest of the counselling staff, the support staff and Don, Anne and Laura will all have your best interests at heart and will be just as eager to support and guide you. After all you are the future of Ponacka.

Your first CIT task will be to write back to me and answer the following questions.

1) Why do you want to come back as a CIT?

2) Who has been your favourite counsellor during your time as a camper and what made them stand out?

3) What is one thing you hope to learn this Summer?

4) What do you think will be the most challenging aspect of your Summer as a CIT?


Please spend some time thinking about your response, there is no right or wrong answer (unless I've been your counsellor and you haven't picked me for question 2, just kidding!). I just want to get an idea of your views for the month ahead. Please respond by the 1st of May and send it to cameronbrowning2007@gmail.com, info@ponacka.com and bockinglaura@gmail.com.

You'll need to arrive at camp on Wednesday 29th of June any time after 2pm.

I'm very pleased you have all chosen to come back as CITs this Summer, it's going to be a great month with a great group of guys!

I look forward to hearing from each of you and see you on Baptiste in a few months!

Kind regards,

Cam
